
A response to the Fairtrade specific points from Homo Sapiens Foundation

Point 1
Fairtrade Counts for 0.1% of trade therefore it accomplishes nearly nothing

It’s a common misconception that because Fairtrade accounts for a small proportion 
of trade that it is therefore not successful. Some important factors to consider include

a) the rapid increase in Fairtrade (the U.K market is doubling in value every 2 
years) 1

b) the fact that it is helping 7.5 million producers, right now, carrying immediate 
and real benefits to people across the world 2

c) and if the criticism is that the percentage of trade is low, surely this is an 
argument to increase support and grow the movement, not to withdraw support 
because it isn’t large enough

Point 2
Fairtrade is a distraction from sustainable development for humanity

Fairtrade provides one solution to a large number of global problems of sustainable 
development. Fairtrade does not profess to solve world poverty or to bring an end to 
international trade (which might be beneficial for resource depletion, but would be 
counterproductive for alleviating poverty). It works within the current system, as a 
sticking plaster for the wider, structural issues which also need to be addressed (such 
as trade justice and governance). But realistically, without an over-night revolution, 
we also need to work with the current system. It’s clear that multiple approaches are 
needed simultaneously, but what seems unproductive is to criticise one approach for 
not solving all the world’s issues. One single solution isn’t always plausible. The fact 
that Fairtrade isn’t the single solution does not make it worthless. 

Fairtrade is only a distraction for people who are misinformed, who perhaps believe 
that Fairtrade is the only solution. The Fairtrade School Scheme encourages education 
and debate, and enables the Fairtrade message to be delivered with educative value, 
including a knowledge of its limits and benefits. Most schools who engage with 
Fairtrade go on to discuss trade justice and the wider issues of Global Citizenship. 
Therefore a system such as Fairtrade, which is helping thousands of producers, should 
not be abandoned because it may cause a distraction, instead it should be delivered 
effectively with appropriate education, which we currently aim to do (see Fairtrade 
debates held during Fairtrade Fortnight)

Furthermore Fairtrade is more than just a fair price. The Fairtrade system includes 
environmental standards as part of producer certification, hence encouraging 
sustainable development for humanity, not distracting from it. These include 
sustainable farming practices and a protection for the natural environment. 

1 http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/what_is_fairtrade/faqs.aspx) 

2http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/press_office/press_releases_and_statements/february_2009/great_trade_de  
bates_set_the_agenda_for_fairtrade.aspx

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/press_office/press_releases_and_statements/february_2009/great_trade_debates_set_the_agenda_for_fairtrade.aspx
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/press_office/press_releases_and_statements/february_2009/great_trade_debates_set_the_agenda_for_fairtrade.aspx
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/what_is_fairtrade/faqs.aspx


Point 3 
Fairtrade isn’t effective enough therefore we should not support it

This presents a false dichotomy. The choice isn’t between Fairtrade and a ‘perfect 
system’. The perfect system doesn’t exist for Joe Bloggs to choose from. Currently 
the actual choice is between Fairtrade and un-fairtrade. It is recognised that there is 
room for development, and debate about this is welcomed. Should the current trading 
system be reformed or abandoned altogether?  Is ESDGC doing enough to encourage 
children to challenge the economic and political system? Is it possible for a state-run 
education system to teach children to be critical about the political and economic 
system of their own country? These are all fascinating questions, that are critical for 
those involved in educating for sustainability to be asking. But in the meantime, 
Fairtrade offers a tangible way for people - here and now – to engage with the issues 
around equality and trade.

General point 4 
Every little does NOT help

This is one school of thought, and there is research that suggests little things do 
indeed lead to bigger things, under certain conditions (for example working on 
Fairtrade can lead to engaging politically with trade justice) but there is also research 
suggesting people can use small things to feel like ‘they’ve done their bit’ (WWF 
report Weathercocks and Signposts). However it is important to recognise that whilst 
small behaviour changes may have a small impact, they also work towards a whole 
societal attitude change, and it is this attitude change which has led us to this point of 
thinking. The attitude change that prepares us for any policy reform (for example I 
doubt it would have been possible to ban smoking in public places without an 
awareness that smoking is bad for you). Therefore small behaviour change has value 
beyond its immediate measurable output. 

A further point on Fairtrade Education 
The Fairtrade School Scheme is NOT a marketing tool. Only 1 of the 5 criteria is 
concerned switching to Fairtrade products. There is a heavy emphasis on learning, 
including critical thinking, whole school and cross curricular work. 


